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Our annual All-Music Service welcomes Unitarian Universalist singer/songwriter Peter 

Mayer as our guest musician. Peter writes about life on earth, about the mysterious and 

wondrous fact of our existence, and the vast cosmos that surrounds us.  

Peter’s song  Holy Now is a continuing source of inspiration for UU congregations.  Many 

of us went to Sunday school, where we learned that “holy” came from a special book, a 

special bread, and a special wine; but, isn’t everything holy if we are willing to let it 

unfold for us? A child’s questioning face, a little red-winged bird, another new morning 

come—everything is holy now. 

CUUF friend Mike Storms wrote, “Peter's music connects the ancient with the present, 

the imagination with the infinite.  His music is at times emotionally light, at other times 

spiritually deep, and often both. To attend one of Peter's performances is an opportunity 

to travel through time, imagination, and spirit and come out with a smile on your face and a good feeling in your 

heart.”  

In addition to Peter, the Religious Education Choir, the Northland College Chamber Ensemble, Maya Holevatz, 

Donn Christensen, Mike Storms, and Kathryn Tietze will be sharing their talents at the service.  Please join us.  

May 5—Guest Musician:  Peter Mayer—“Everything is Holy Now” 

May 19—Speaker:  David Saetre—“The Beloved Community” 

 The Open Door Newsletter 

May  2019 

Fellowship Services are held at 10 a.m. on the Northland College Campus in the Alvord Theater  

of the Ponzio Center unless otherwise noted below.  Find us on the web at www.chequamegonuuf.org 

This Month’s Fellowship Services 

Our closing gathering of the service year includes our Flower Communion and Child Dedication.  We also honor 

our graduating seniors (high school and college) during the service.  What a wonderful way to conclude our 

spring season of worship.  What better way to celebrate this day than to lift up the goal of becoming a “beloved 

community.” 

The creation of a beloved community was at the heart of Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.’s dream.  King believed 

that a community of love, justice, and solidarity would eventually be actualized, and he worked unceasingly for 

the realization of his dream.  Our talk for this service explores the idea of the beloved community as a model for 

both congregations and local communities.  In this way the dream is more than a Utopian fantasy.  Community 

is the antidote to our lonely world—life together heals the isolation so prevalent in our lives.  Americans value 

individualism but the truth is that individualism without community leaves us unfulfilled and separated.  We are 

in this together and, ironically, pursuing a common good through service to others brings individual happiness.  

Let’s gather together as a beloved community as we bless our children, honor our youth, 

and receive the blessings of beauty from the renewed earth. 

Note:  Please bring flowers to share on this day as part of our annual Flower Ceremony.  

Bring flowers from your garden, the woods, or the store—all types are appreciated. 
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 The Chequamegon Unitarian Universalist Fellowship welcomes people of any age, race, 

gender identity, sexual orientation, language, ability, religion or cultural background. 

 Annual Flower Ceremony—May 19 

First celebrated in Prague in 1923, the Flower Ceremony honors the universal beauty of nature and serves as a 

reminder of the unique gifts and talents that each person brings to this fellowship.  Just as the individual flowers 

make a bouquet that is more beautiful than any single flower, it is the presence of every person that makes this a 

beautiful fellowship.  Please bring flowers to share on this day—from your garden, the store, or from the forest.  

May 5  Fellowship Service—All-Music Service with Peter Mayer:  Everything is Holy Now 

May 5  Social Justice Committee Meeting at 12:15 p.m. at United Presbyterian Church, Ashland 

May 12  The Other Sunday at 10 a.m. 

May 18  The Great CUUF Garage Sale, Ashland 

May 19  Fellowship Service—Speaker David Saetre:  The Beloved Community; also, 

   Flower Ceremony, Child Dedication, and Graduate Recognition 

May 26  UU Women at 10 a.m. at The Sandbar in Ashland; (note:  no UU Men’s meeting this month) 

June 9  Wild Rice Retreat Gathering at 10 a.m.—David Saetre—Sabbaths: Taking Time for Renewal 

July 7  Picnic at the Saetre residence—watch for details in the June newsletter 

August  August Gathering—Stay tuned for details! 

 CUUF 2019 Spring and Summer Service Schedule and Upcoming Events   

Annual Child Dedication and Honoring of Graduates—May 19 

Please let us know if you would like to participate 

Child Dedication 

The Unitarian Universalist Child Dedication Ceremony welcomes our children into the 

fellowship.  Through this ceremony we recognize the gifts that each child brings to our 

fellowship, and we express our willingness as a community to support them as they 

grow.  This is a chance for us to recognize individual children in our fellowship and to pledge our support to 

their spiritual growth.  

This year’s child dedication will be on Sunday, May 19. The ceremony is brief but meaningful—children (infant 

to twelve years) who participate will come forward with their parent(s) or guardian(s) during this part of the 

service.  Kristi Kiel will lead the ceremony.  There are no special requirements of the children or their parents. 

For more information, or to express your intention to participate in the Child Dedication Ceremony, please 

contact Kristi Kiel by May 15 at kjkk19@yahoo.com or 715-292-6219.  

Graduate Recognition 

Fellowship members and friends who are celebrating a graduation 

will be honored at the May 19 service.  If you know of someone who 

is graduating—from high school, college, tech school, etc.—please 

let David Saetre know by email at dwsaetre@gmail.com. 
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   Hospitality Schedule for the Remainder of the Service Year 

Contact Person and Set Up Snacks and Clean Up  Snacks and Clean Up 

May 5  Youth Parents Providing Treats Youth Parents   Youth Parents 

May 19  Sue & Roger Aiken  Adam Haecker   Looking for Volunteer 

  715-779-3579   651-303-6931 

If you are listed as the Contact Person/Set Up, please bring snacks and also arrive early to set up tables and 

make coffee.  If you are listed as Snacks/Clean Up, please bring snacks and plan to stay late and help with 

dishes and general clean up.   

 The Other Sunday—Winter Series—Justice on Earth 

The Other Sunday for May features the concluding chapters of the UUA Common Read, Justice on Earth: 

People of Faith Working at the Intersection of Race, Class and the Environment.  We will discuss the concept 

of environmental justice as it relates to food systems and fresh water issues. 

When it comes to environmental justice, the challenges we face as a species are enormous, complex, 

and backed by hundreds of years of history, as well as enormous wealth and power. There is no quick 

fix. Time, effort, and resources are needed to fully understand the social, environmental, economic, 

and spiritual complexities presented by fossil fuel export terminals, tar sands pipelines, fracking, coal 

mining, and so on, as well as the impacts on all human and natural communities. More time, effort, 

and resources will be necessary to craft culturally appropriate responses, alternatives, and solutions, 

which will be equally as complex.  (Cruz, 144) 

To prepare for our discussion you can review the second chapter of the book “The Formation of the 

Environmental Justice Movement” and the later chapters “Eating the Earth” and “Water Unites Us”.  We will 

include thoughts on our relationship to water, especially Lake Superior. 

Join us for a lively discussion.  It does not matter if you haven’t attended previous discussions.  You also do 

not have to purchase the book.  We have several “loaners” available.  Just ask David Saetre or Ed Calhan for a 

copy to use.   

The Other Sunday on May 12 begins at 10 a.m. in the Ponzio Center, second floor, Northland College.  I’m 

planning on staying for brunch in the Northland cafeteria.  Plan to join me for that as well!  

—Submitted by David Saetre  

Our fellowship will be having its annual garage sale in conjunction with the Ashland 

City-Wide Garage Sale on Saturday, May 18, from 8 a.m.–1 p.m.  The sale will again 

be at Karyn Watters’ garage located at 901 9th Avenue West—just turn onto 9th 

Avenue West at Arby’s to find it.  

Please bring items over on Thursday, May 16 or Friday, May 17; if you cannot bring your items on those days 

and need to drop items off sooner, please contact Karyn to make arrangements— call her at 715-682-6589 or 

contact her by email at karynwatters@gmail.com. 

Volunteers are needed to help with set up on Friday, May 17, starting at 4 p.m. and again on Saturday, May 18 

from 7:30 a.m.-1 p.m. to help with the sale.  There will be a sign-up sheet available at services. 

Thanks to Karyn for once again offering use of her garage!  Remember all proceeds will benefit our UU 

children's Religious Education program. 

 The Great CUUF Garage Sale ! 
VOLUNTEERS NEEDED!! 
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From David’s Desk:   Religious Bigotry and Politics are a Dangerous   

     and Wicked Brew 

I vividly remember worshipping at a Twin Cities mosque several weeks after September 11, 2001.  I was 

visiting with a group of religious educators, gathered in St. Paul for a conference on Islam in light of 9/11.  

During the prayer service the imam, speaking in English rather than the usual Arabic, cried out, “Some people 

have hijacked our religion, and used planes to harm our country and our faith.”  I remember feeling deeply 

moved by his plea.  The imam of that mosque was a naturalized citizen, born in Egypt and now a patriotic 

Muslim American.  As a naturalized citizen, Dr. Humde has taken an oath to uphold the Constitution of the 

United States of America, something which I have never been required to do in order to claim my own 

citizenship. 

Recently the Minnesota Congresswoman Ilhan Omar spoke similar words at a gathering of Muslims in 

California.  Since then Rep. Omar has been targeted with misleading fear-mongering that suggest her remarks 

threaten the country she serves and that her speech is somehow linked to Islamist terrorism.  The attacks on a 

sitting member of congress have been led by Donald Trump, the President of the United States.  Let me repeat, 

the President of the United States has posted threatening tweets against a sitting member of Congress who is 

also a woman, a dark-skinned Somali immigrant, and a Muslim.   

The President has doubled down on his hateful, bigoted remarks, encouraging his supporters who fear Muslims, 

particularly women who wear hijabs.  He also plays on white supremacy and the racist underbelly lurking near 

the surface of American society.  

Rep. Omar has also taken an oath to uphold the Constitution—twice.  Once taking the oath of citizenship and 

once taking the oath of office to the House of Representatives.  President Trump avoided taking an oath of 

office to serve the United States during the Vietnam War and has now violated his oath of office as President of 

the United States.  He has violated the letter and spirit of the Constitution in Article One and the First 

Amendment.   

This bigotry and hate has got to end.  It reaches into the darkest places in the American psyche and encourages 

ever-deepening divisions in an already vulnerable and divided nation. Many Americans remain ignorant about 

Islam.  That ignorance becomes the playground of fear-mongers and religious bigots.  Fear of “the other” is an 

old, xenophobic trope in American history.  It has been used against people of color and non-Christian religions 

throughout our history.  Now it is directed against Muslims. Combined with political power and partisan fervor, 

this ignorance and hate sows the seeds of violence. 

Anti-Muslim hate and racist dog-whistles occur daily in our own Chequamegon region.  The Christian radio 

station WEGZ, Washburn, broadcasts several programs daily, from 12:30 p.m. to 3:00 p.m. filled with overt 

attacks on Islam and Muslim adherents.  The station also trades in conspiracy theories and promotes extremist 

far-right political views in religious dressing.  That station enjoys a religious tax-exemption, and daily fills our 

airwaves with hate.   

I have tried to avoid partisan politics (perhaps for obvious reasons) in my work as the minister of the CUUF.  I 

also see my role as a minister to include thoughtful analysis of the moral and religious stakes involved in 

contemporary affairs at the local, regional, and national levels.  I feel compelled to speak out now, especially in 

light of the dangerous turn in anti-Muslim rhetoric and because of the presence in our own community of hate-

mongering by a local radio station.  Our UU values and principles call upon us to respect the great religious 

traditions, including Islam, and to uphold the use of reason and democratic processes in the things that affect 

our lives.  This is one of those times when I feel compelled to speak out.  If you wish to join me, I encourage 

you to write to our congressman Sean Duffy, and our Senators, Ron Johnson and Tammy Baldwin.  Ask them 

to condemn anti-Muslim rhetoric (as well as anti-Semitism) and to investigate the religious tax exemption of the 

overtly political radio network VCY America and local station WEBZ.  We can work together to build a more 

beloved community. 

Sincerely,    

David Saetre, CUUF minister  
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Note:  As this newsletter goes to press, we are further grieved by the shooting at Chabad of Poway 

synagogue near San Diego, CA.  The suspect in that shooting also claims responsibility for arson against a 

nearby mosque and admiration for the New Zealand mosque attacks.  Religiously motivated violence 

against both Jews and Muslims has a common source: white, racist nationalism justified by a distorted 

version of racist, nationalist Christianism.  We can include the arsonist destruction of three African 

American churches in Louisiana as part of the larger picture.  This is dangerous stuff, and needs to be 

called out from every watchtower.  DS  

This year the Social Justice Committee has begun a Social Justice Border Group that has met monthly since 

January; we meet after our regular CUUF services.  Our minister, David Saetre, and Pastor Jim Deters of the 

Presbyterian Congregational Church have both been meeting with this group, whose goal is to develop a 

program or several programs to help the migrants at the southern border.  

Several members met on April 4 with Charlene D'Cruz, an immigration attorney who lives in the Chequamegon 

Bay area; that consultation was used to inform our regular April 7 committee meeting.  Our discussion included 

the following topics: 

1. Set up a community teach-in event at the Presbyterian Congregational church—soon.  What is the crisis?  

What do we need to know?  What can we do? 

2. Sponsor a migrant family which includes laying much groundwork in: schools, English-as-a-foreign-

language instruction, housing options, jobs, and sponsorship. 

3. Provide volunteer help to existing organizations on the border.  Drive or caravan to the border.  Ask what 

they need.  One group is Angry Tias & Abuelas of Rio Grande Valley on the Texas border ("tias" means 

"aunts"; "abuelas" means "grandmothers"). 

4. Do fundraising to help one or more aid programs at the border.  Ecumenical groups need money to provide 

shelter, food, supplies, and transportation to migrants. 

5. Be an active advocate by writing letters to elected representatives calling for more humane treatment of 

migrants and thoughtful programs to replace the failing immigration system. 

6. Invite other pastors to join the group. 

Come join us.  If you are interested, the next meeting will be at 12:15 p.m. on Sunday, May 5, in the basement of 

the Presbyterian Congregational Church in Ashland (use the door that is across from Vaughn Library). 

  Social Justice Committee News 

Didn’t make it to the CUUF Annual Board Meeting?  Here is the link where you will find all of the 

committee reports (Worship, Religious Education, Music , Membership , Hospitality, Caring, 

Communication, Social Justice, Personnel, and Search Committee): 

http://www.chequamegonuuf.org/2019-annual-meeting.html 

You will also find:   

• David Saetre’s Annual Minister’s Report to the Board,  

• Treasurer’s Report,  

• Board Report 

• Fellowship Assistant’s Report,  

• The approved 2018 Annual Meeting minutes,  

• Proposed by-law amendments, and 

• A draft statement of a proposed Covenant of Principles and Actions. 
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University of Chicago scholar Martin Riesebrodt has argued that the longing for salvation defines the 

common core of the world's religions. Traditions and myths from aboriginal, tribal religions all the way to 

the global, missionary religions from East to West all share a common search for salvation. From the 

certainty of our own mortality to the mass calamities that afflict our world, religions have historically tried 

to answer the question of suffering and catastrophe with visions of salvation. Christians, for example, 

celebrate Easter as the divine drama of salvation with their story of Jesus overcoming sin and death by his 

resurrection. Early Christians believed that the cruel and violent suffering of Jesus, imposed by the 

massive powers of religious and political empire, was overturned by the story of the resurrection. They 

also concluded that Jesus' vindication became the believer's vicarious victory —the Easter story became 

the believer's redemption. For the believer, the Jesus story became God’s “Yes” to a world of “No’s”. 

Salvation is a loaded word and carries a lot of old baggage for many today.  It has too often been 

associated with “going to heaven”, which places salvation outside of history, outside of our lives here and 

now.  The old idea also includes a binary division of who is saved and who is not, based on conformity to 

an imposed set of dogma with prescribed interpretation.  And, the Christian teaching regarding Easter 

typically associates salvation with deliverance from personal deviance (sin) vicariously.  Christ as Messiah 

saves me if I believe in the traditional Easter story.   

Many people today find the traditional understanding of Easter hard to believe.  But there are credible, 

alternative interpretations of the Easter story. I go back to my spiritual mentor, Paul Tillich.  Studying 

Tillich as a young man provided a real breakthrough for me.  Tillich argued that “salvation” has two 

principle meanings, salvation as healing (salvus), and salvation as deliverance. 

Tillich wrote:  “It is our destiny to participate in freedom in the divine life here and now, in and above 

time, and participating in the divine life means deliverance from all that prevents us from fulfilling that 

human destiny.” And:  “Salvation happens whenever the enslaving power is conquered whenever the wall 

is broken through, whenever the sickness is healed.” And:  “Each of you has liberating and healing 

power…”  For Tillich, the Easter story suggests an existential invitation into the story of life and love 

overcoming violence and despair. 

In this way the Easter story is a universal declaration, a “yes” for all. That was the great insight of our 

Universalist forbearers.  Salvation is not a matter of conformity to a religion or a belief in a specific set of 

religious ideas.  Salvation is not about a Messiah from the past, nor about a Messiah in a future afterlife.  It 

is an existential declaration inserted into the middle of life in all its ambiguities and struggles that “yes” 

defines our lives, not “no”.  

  Easter Notes on “Salvation”—An Excerpt 

from David Saetre’s Easter Talk  

If we will have the wisdom to survive,  

to stand like slow growing trees  

in a ruined place, renewing, enriching it...  

then a long time after we are dead  

the lives our lives prepare will live  

here, their houses strongly placed  

upon the valley sides...  

The river will run  

clear, as we will never know it...  

On the steeps where greed and ignorance cut down  

the old forest, an old forest will stand,  

its rich leaf-fall drifting on its roots.  

The veins of forgotten springs will have opened.  

Families will be singing in the fields...  

Memory,  

native to this valley, will spread over it  

like a grove, and memory will grow  

into legend, legend into song, song  

into sacrament. The abundance of this place,  

the songs of its people and its birds,  

will be health and wisdom and indwelling  

light. This is no paradisal dream.  

Its hardship is its reality.  

 

—by Wendell Berry, submitted by David Saetre 



~ 7 ~ 

 

Abigail Adams (November 11, 1744-October 28, 1818) advocated and modeled an expanded role for women in 

public affairs during the formative days of the United States. Married to John Adams, she was an invaluable 

partner to him as he developed his political career, culminating in the presidency of the United States. She left a 

voluminous correspondence, providing information on everyday life and insight into the activities in the 

corridors of power during her time. Her letters show her to have been a woman of keen intelligence, resourceful, 

competent, self-sufficient, willful, vivacious, and opinionated—a formidable force. Her writing reveals a 

dedication to principle, a commitment to rights for women and for African-Americans, fierce partisanship in 

matters of her husband's and her family's interest, and an irreverent sense of humor.  

Her father, Rev. William Smith (1707-1783), was a liberal Congregationalist, who often exchanged pulpits with 

his friend, Ebenezer Gay. Smith was an Arminian. He did not preach the doctrines of predestination, original sin, 

or the full divinity of Christ. Rather, he emphasized the importance of reason and morality in religious life. This 

simple faith his daughter Abigail confessed when she was received into membership in the Weymouth church on 

June 24, 1759.  

That same year, Abigail Smith met John Adams. By 1762 they were exchanging frankly affectionate love letters 

full of mischievous humor. Their wedding, on October 25, 1764, began one of history's great partnerships. They 

were lovers, friends, counselors, and mentors to one another into old age. John did not resent his wife's abilities 

to manage a farm and raise a family without him during his long absences on the nation's business. Rather, he 

took considerable pride in her accomplishments. He told her she was so successful in budgeting, planting, 

managing staff, regulating live-stock, buying provisions, nursing and educating her children, that their neighbors 

would surely remark on how much better things seemed to go in his absence.  

From 1783-88, Abigail accompanied her husband on diplomatic missions to France and England. Afterwards, 

she was glad to return to their farm in Braintree (Quincy). She told Thomas Jefferson she preferred her farm to 

"the court of St. James, where I seldom meet with characters so inoffensive as my hens and chickens, or minds 

so well improved as my garden."  

A visit below the Mason-Dixon line strengthened Abigail's conviction, passionately shared by her husband, that 

slavery was not only evil, but a threat to the American democratic experiment. Neither John nor Abigail had any 

use for Southern slavery accommodationists. On March 31, 1776, Abigail wrote that she doubted the 

distinguished Virginians in the corridors of power had quite the "passion for Liberty" they claimed, since they 

had been used to "depriving their fellow Creatures" of freedom.  

John and Abigail Adams were active members of the First Parish Church in Quincy, which was already unitarian 

in doctrine by 1753. Although she did not sign the membership book (John did), she attended the church, 

supported it, and showed active concern and care for its ministry. She is a celebrated figure in her congregation's 

tradition. Abigail's theology is clearly stated in her correspondence. Writing to her son, John Quincy Adams, on 

May 5, 1816, she said, "I acknowledge myself a unitarian—Believing that the Father alone, is the supreme God, 

and that Jesus Christ derived his Being, and all his powers and honors from the Father." "There is not any 

reasoning which can convince me, contrary to my senses, that three is one, and one three." On January 3, 1818, 

writing to her daughter-in-law, Louisa, Abigail wondered "when will Mankind be convinced that true Religion is 

from the Heart, between Man and his creator, and not the imposition of Man or creeds and tests?" Like many 

early Unitarians she discounted sectarian claims and was "assured that those who fear God and work 

righteousness shall be accepted of him, and that I presume of what ever sect or persuasion."  

Early in October, 1818, Abigail fell ill with typhus and died several weeks later. She was buried in the cemetery 

of First Church in Quincy. John Adams died in 1826 during the presidency of John Quincy Adams.  

—Adapted from the biography of Abigail Adams written by Laurie Carter Nobel in the Dictionary of Unitarian 

and Universalist Biography, an on-line resource of the Unitarian Universalist History & Heritage Society. 

   A Biography of Abigail Adams, Early Unitarian 
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News from the Ministerial Search Committee  

Contemplating the Fellowship on the other side of David—Workshop Summary 

The Ministerial Search Committee is committed to the process of fellowship inclusion in our search for a new 

minister.  After consultation with staff at the UUA and the MidAmerica Region of the UUA, the decision was 

made to bring in a facilitator.  Dori Davenport-Thexton was recommended by the MidAmerica Region and she 

met with our fellowship on April 14. 

The workshop was intended to provide guidance to our fellowship as we say goodbye to David and transition to 

a new, future minister. It was an opportunity to hear from CUUF members and friends and learn what qualities 

and services you value in a minister for our fellowship. 

We had a wonderful turnout of thirty-six CUUF members and friends who participated in the workshop.  Dori 

led an open discussion to help us discover what we individually value in an effort to help us prioritize our 

collective needs.  Two questions were proposed to participants:  Who would miss our CUUF if we were to 

disappear?  And, what could CUUF do more of or be better at? 

The entire workshop was recorded and flip chart notes were captured in images.  The information gained from 

the workshop, along with the information from the Ministerial Search Survey, will be used to help guide the 

Search Committee through the process of selecting a new minister for our fellowship. 

Thank you to all who participated in the workshop and to those who have taken the time to fill out the survey.   

Search Committee Update to the Fellowship  

In January 2019, the board of the Chequamegon Unitarian Universalist Fellowship formed a Ministerial Search 

Committee.  Our mission is to conduct a search for a part-time minister to serve our fellowship.  Current 

members of the Search Committee are:  Karen Watters, Megan Perrine, Irene Blakely, Marilyn Einspanier, Kristi 

Kiel, Zach Jurewicz, Emerson Ziehr, and Henry Quinlan. Our current goal is to have a new minister in place by 

January 2020.  

The Search Committee has met monthly at Northland College to prepare materials for the job announcement.  

We have posted the job vacancy on the websites of the Unitarian Universalist Association, UU World magazine, 

Meade Lombard Theological Institute, and United Theological Seminary of the Twin Cities.  Notice of the 

vacancy was sent to many regional UU congregations with a request to put it in their newsletter.  Additionally, 

we have run ads in the Ashland Daily Press and Bottom Line newspapers, and it is in our Open Door newsletter 

and on our CUUF Facebook page.   If you know qualified and interested applicants, please encourage them to 

send a letter of interest and resume to:  CUUF, P.O. Box 641, Ashland, WI 54806.  Our application deadline is 

May 1, 2019. 

The Search Committee has also arranged two workshops with Dori Davenport-Thexton, a facilitator 

recommended by the UUA MidAmerica Region.  On April 14, Dori conducted a facilitated meeting that was 

open to CUUF members and friends; after the open meeting the Search Committee met with Dori to gain her 

insight and guidance. 

As the Search Committee moves through the process of selecting a minister, we will provide as much 

information as possible to the fellowship.  We’ll keep you updated through fellowship announcements, 

newsletter articles, email, and Facebook.  The UUA provides guidelines to search committees which are based 

on its years of experience in observing and helping fellowships nationwide go through the exciting but also 

sometimes difficult process of selecting a minister.  One of the guidelines is to maintain confidentiality as we 

proceed.  Please understand that direct questions to search committee members will be answered politely but in 

general terms.  Refraining from inquiry is greatly appreciated.  Thank you for your support as we take on this 

task of such significance to our cherished Chequamegon Unitarian Universalist Fellowship. 
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The start of spring will hopefully bring flowers and the greening of plants.  Deer are 

out in the fields enjoying the new green shoots.  The annual renewal of life is a 

favorite time of year as we look forward to the coming of warm weather and sharing 

in the earth’s abundance.  

Our Religious Education youth will have a chance to share with our fellowship on 

Sunday, May 5, as they bring their musical talent to the annual All-Music Service.  

Parents will be advised of the time for coming to the service that day.   May 5 will also be RE’s time to serve 

treats to the fellowship during our hospitality time.  We look forward to helping with all aspects of preparing and 

sharing that Sunday.   

A reminder for the annual garage sale: children’s clothing, toys, and sports items always go very well at the sale.  

It is a good time to purge and find new space in your home.  Thanks to those who always make the sale a great 

success.  All proceeds from the garage sale go to RE. 

Planning for the 2019-2020 Service Year—We invite any members interested in children and youth to think 

about volunteering to help with religious education during the 2019-2020 service year.  We hope to offer a 

Coming of Age course for the older kids and will need two dedicated people to lead the course.  We have not 

offered this course for a number of years, and we feel that it is important to offer the class to our current youth.  

Parents, please watch for more information on a summer (possibly July) activity.  We are planning to offer an 

outdoor hike and exploration of spiritual Native American practices for youth from kindergarten to high school. 

Appreciation goes to the many people who have made the RE program a spiritually meaningful and growing 

experience for our fellowship’s children and youth.    

Deb Aaron and Kelsey Rothe 

  Religious Education News 

As part of our commitment to the process of fellowship inclusion in our search for a new minister, the 

Ministerial Search Committee has created a survey which will be used to gain a better understanding of our 

fellowship’s priorities.  The survey was handed out at the past several fellowship services, at the facilitated 

meeting on April 14, and at the annual meeting. 

If you have not yet received a survey but would like to give us your input, please contact Adam Haecker to 

request a copy.  You can reach him at cuufad@gmail.com or 651-303-6931 to arrange to receive a paper copy 

or have an electronic copy emailed to you , which you may print, fill out and return or fill out electronically 

and return via email (preferred).   

If you prefer a paper copy, please include your name and complete address, as well as a phone number to 

reach you. Returned surveys must be postmarked no later than May 7, 2019. Mail your survey to Angela 

Stroud, 62585 Dahlstrom Rd, Ashland, WI 54806 or send electronically to: astroud@northland.edu. You may 

also bring your completed survey to our next All-Music fellowship service which will be held at 10 a.m.  On 

May 5 at the Alvord Theater in the Ponzio Campus Center at Northland College in Ashland.  

Thank you for taking the time to tell us your thoughts!  

  Ministerial Search Committee Survey—Return Your Surveys by May 7 
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 Attention UU 

Women! 

UU Women will meet at The Sandbar in Ashland on Sunday, May 26, at 10 a.m. 

We’ll be discussing the summer schedule while enjoying coffee, food, and 

conversation.  Please join us! 

UU Women is open to anyone who identifies as a woman in a way that is 

significant to them.  Contact Jill with any questions at 715-373-5908 or 

jilll5908@gmail.com. 

If anyone in the congregation has a slightly used, two- or three-shelf 

bookcase that they would like to donate to the CUUF office at the 

Vaughn Library, please contact Adam Haecker, Fellowship Assistant, 

at 651-303-6931 (cell). Of course, we'd like a bookcase that is sturdy 

and durable, but it doesn't have to be in mint condition.  

Thank you! 

Registration is still open for the Unitarian Universalist Association’s 

General Assembly which will take place this summer in Spokane WA June 

19-23.  “At this year’s General Assembly we will explore the power, 

possibility, purpose, struggle and joy of finding the path forward together as 

Unitarian Universalists. Attendees will leave inspired, with the tools needed 

to carry on the work into their own congregations and communities. Join us 

as we work for collective liberation inside and outside our faith.” 

Registration rates increase on May 1 but is open until the first day of the assembly.  Lots of information at: 

https://www.uua.org/ga.  The 2020 General Assembly will be held in Providence, Rhode Island and the 2021 

General Assembly will be in Milwaukee, WI.   

The Midwest Leadership School and the Youth Midwest Leadership School will be held in 

Decorah, Iowa from July 14-20, 2019.  Midwest Leadership School is a week-long 

intensive program in leadership and group dynamics. Led by lay and ordained staff with a 

deep understanding of UU congregations, MWLS develops both youth and adults into 

congregational leaders, provides leadership tools and skills, and deepens Unitarian 

Universalist identity.  This is an extremely intense week of workshops, discussions, 

intimate small groups, worship preparation, personal theological exploration, and growth.  

In exchange for wholehearted commitment to a strenuous schedule, MWLS offers a life-

changing and congregation-nourishing opportunity. 

 

Midwest Leadership School for Youth (ages 14-18) is offered in tandem with the adult 

school.  According to the MWLS website, MWLS for youth will challenge and train 

Unitarian Universalist youth in three areas: Leadership Skills Development, Worship, 

and Religious Values and Heritage. 

More information can be found at https://www.mwls.org/. 
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CHEQUAMEGON UNITARIAN UNIVERSALIST FELLOWSHIP 

MISSION STATEMENT 
 

We are a welcoming spiritual community that nurtures lifelong journeys of mind and spirit  

in the liberal tradition.  
 

~ Founded, February 22, 1998 ~ 

PFLAG (Parents, Family, and Friends of Lesbians and Gays)—Washburn reaches out to youth and adults 

throughout the Chequamegon Bay area.  We are a local chapter of a national support, education, and 

advocacy organization for gay, lesbian, bisexual, and transgendered (GLBT) people, along with their 

families, friends, and allies. PFLAG is a non-profit organization and is not affiliated with any religious or 

political institutions.   

We usually meet every other month—for dates and times, please check our website 

www.pflagwashburn.org or contact Nancy Hanson at 715-209-1100 or nancyhanson1958@yahoo.com.  

Meetings are generally held on the 3rd floor of the Washburn Cultural Center located at 1 East Bayfield 

Street in Washburn unless otherwise noted. 

   In Our Community 

StageNorth in Washburn and The Groundlings will be hosting A Night of Shorts, a short-play competition of six 

plays written by (mostly) local authors.  Show dates and times are Friday, May 3, at 7:30 p.m., Saturday, May 4, 

at 7:30 p.m., and Sunday, May 5, at 2 p.m.  Come and vote for best author, best director, best female actor, best 

male actor, and audience favorite.  Results will be tallied from all three shows and prizes awarded after 

Sunday’s performance.   

I’ve been recruited to help out behind the scenes as a Stage Ninja, and there just might be a youth from our very 

own CUUF acting in one of the plays.  Come and support your local theater while having a fun time!  (Too bad 

there are no prizes for best ninja!) 

—Submitted by Editor 

The final First Friday Dance of the season will be held on Friday, May 3, from 7-10 p.m. at the Sigurd Olson 

Environmental Institute on the Northland College Campus.  First Friday Dances are a long-standing tradition at 

Northland, offered by the Northland College Student Association for the Ashland community. Square dance the 

night away with a live band and a caller. Beginner and kids dancing will be at 7 p.m. and adult dancing will 

begin at 8 p.m.  

Washburn Meditation Center will be hosting Tibetan Buddhist teacher Khenpo Tenkyong for a workshop on 

Himalayan Yoga and Meditation on May 29 and 30.  Times are still to be determined.  For more information, 

contact the Washburn Meditation Center. 

PFLAG will be having their annual picnic on 

Thursday, July 11 at  6 p.m. at  Memorial Park in 

Washburn. 

Save  

the 

Date 
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 Chequamegon Unitarian 

Universalist Fellowship 

P.O. Box 641 

Ashland, WI  54806 

 
 PO Box 641, Ashland, WI 54806 

 Fellowship Website: www.chequamegonuuf.org 

Facebook: www.facebook.com/Chequamegonuuf 

Twitter: https://twitter.com/chequuf 

CUUF Committee Contacts 

Caring Committee, Courtney Remacle, (920) 860-6234 

caring@chequamegonuuf.org 

Facebook, Marilyn Einspanier, (715) 372-5103 

Finance/Pledges, Ed Calhan, (715) 682-0446 

treasurer@chequamegonuuf.org 

Hospitality, Betsy and Jim Matzinger, (847) 651-6738 

hospitality@chequamegonuuf.org 

Membership, Kristin and Henry Quinlan, (715) 685-0041 

membership@chequamegonuuf.org 

Music Committee, Linda Calhan, (715) 682-0446 

 music@chequamegonuuf.org 

Newsletter Editor, Kim Suske, (715) 373-5931 

 uunews@chequamegonuuf.org 

Personnel, Courtney Remacle (920) 860-6234 

 staff@chequamegonuuf.org 

Religious Education Co-directors,  

 Deb Aaron (715) 373-0201  re1@chequamegonuuf.org 

 Kelsey Rothe, (715) 278-3383  re2@chequamegonuuf.org 

Social Justice, Mary Rehwald, (715) 682-4662  

 mary.rehwald@gmail.com 

Worship Coordinator, Hans Veenendaal (715) 373-0361 

Worship Planning Co-chairs, worship@chequamegonuuf.org 

 Meghan Salmon-Tumas (617) 866-3522  
 Megan Perrine (715)781-4123 

Webmaster, Dorota Bussey, (203) 536-9765 

 uuonline@chequamegonuuf.org 

Administrator/ Board Members/ Reverend 
 

Adam Haecker, Fellowship Assistant,  

 cuufad@gmail.com (651) 303-6931 

Courtney Remacle, Co-President, (920) 860-6234 

 president1@chequamegonuuf.org 

Zach Jurewicz, Co-President, (715) 685-2733
 president2@chequamegonuuf.org 

Ed Calhan, Treasurer, (715) 682-0446 

 treasurer@chequamegonuuf.org 

Evan Flom, Secretary, (612) 419-6730 

 secretary@chequamegonuuf.org 

Mike Bunch, Board Member, (715) 373-5232 

 bdmember1@chequamegonuuf.org  

Steve Kassof, Board Member, (715) 292-3082 

 bdmember2@chequamegonuuf.org 

Mary Rehwald, Board Member, (715) 682-4662 

 bdmember3@chequamegonuuf.org 

Lee Stadnyk, Board Member, (715) 765-4555 

 bdmember4@chequamegonuuf.org 

Heidi Ungrodt, Board Member, (715) 682-0103 

 bdmember5@chequamegonuuf.org 

David Saetre, Reverend dwsaetre@gmail.com 

 (715) 746-4100 (home/primary) 

   (715) 209-1706 (cell) 

CHEQUAMEGON UNITARIAN UNIVERSALIST FELLOWSHIP CONTACT INFORMATION 


